
 

1926–2026: 100 Years of the Seminar on Cooperative Studies at the 

University of Cologne 

 

The 100th anniversary of the founding of the Seminar on Cooperative Studies at the University of 

Cologne coincides with the 125th anniversary of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, whose 

history began with the founding of the Higher School of Commerce in 1901. 

 

 

First location of the “Cologne Municipal School of Commerce,” May 1, 1901; later moved to the current University  

Hansagymnasium)           of Applied Sciences  

The Development of the Cooperative Studies Seminar Until 1945 

As early as the 19th century, there were efforts on the part of the citizenry and the city to reestablish 

the university that had existed from 1388 until its closure by the French occupiers in 1798. Initially, 

under the mayor of Cologne, Konrad Adenauer, the idea proposed by Christian Eckert—who would 

later become the university’s founding director—to establish an institute on social science research 

was taken up. This research institute spearheaded the transformation of the Higher School of 

Commerce into a municipal university in 1919. Until 1954, the university was funded by the City of 

Cologne; it was only through a state treaty between the City of Cologne and the State of North Rhine-

Westphalia—which Prof. Wessels, then rector of the university, helped negotiate—that the 

municipal institution was restructured into a state university. 



 

The university’s guiding principles were characterized by three aspects: 

•    Pluralism 

•    Practical relevance, and 

•    Social relevance.  

In line with this mission statement, some teachers of the university turned their attention to the 

cooperative movement and, shortly after the university’s founding, began offering courses—in 

collaboration with leading figures in the cooperative sector—for students as well as for board 

members, supervisory board members, and senior executives of cooperatives. On May 1, 1926, Dr. 

Wilhelm Vleugels, a private lecturer, drafted a “Memorandum on the Necessity of a Systematic 

Expansion of Cooperative Education and the Establishment of a Seminar on Cooperative Studies at 

the University of Cologne.” The Seminar on Cooperative Studies took shape as early as the summer 

semester and moved into rooms for faculty and the library. Since the financial support provided by 

the university was very limited, the cooperative sector provided financial support to the Seminar 

from the very beginning.  

The departure of Prof. Vleugels to the University of Königsberg (1928), the death of Justice Councilor 

Dr. Georg Fuchs (1932), and that of Prof. Helpenstein (1937) left a void in the Seminar’s leadership, 

which survived the Nazi era under provisional administration. It was closed in 1945 and reopened in 

1951 by Prof. Dr. Gerhard Weisser. 

The Reestablishment of the Seminar on Cooperative Studies under 

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Weisser 

In 1951, the Seminar on Cooperative Studies was reestablished by Gerhard Weisser (1898–1989), a 

full professor of social policy. Since then, there has been a shared professorship between the 

Seminar for Social Policy and the Seminar on Cooperative Studies. Not always all three—and at times 

four—professors of social policy have also directed their academic interest toward cooperative 

studies. The Seminar on Cooperative Studies remains to this day shaped by the academic orientation 

of its re-founder, Gerhard Weisser, as well as its close connection to social policy. (Link: Das 

Wissenschaftsprofil des Kölner Seminars für Genossenschaftswesen).  

                          

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Weisser  Prof. Dr. Werner Wilhelm Engelhardt 



As early as 1955, the first International Conference on Cooperative Studies was held in 

Cologne under the direction of Prof. Weisser and organized by his assistant, Werner Wilhelm 

Engelhardt, on the topic: “What does the discipline of the morphology of individual 

economies contribute to the study of types of enterprises, particularly cooperative and public 

enterprises?” To this day, business morphology serves as (1) a formal theory of the possible 

characteristics of enterprises and their combinations, (2) an empirical theory of real types, and 

(3) a normative, application-oriented theory guiding the scientific analysis of the distinctive 

features of cooperatives as democratically constituted needs-based economies. Following the 

conference, the Support Association of Cooperative Research was founded at the University 

of Cologne. Thanks to the association, numerous research projects and dissertation projects in 

the field of cooperative studies have been carried out. 

 

 

 

 

In 2008, under the direction of Professors Rösner and Schulz-Nieswandt, the 16th 

International Conference on Cooperative Studies was held on behalf of the Association of 

Cooperative Studies Institutes, focusing on the theme “Contributions of Cooperative Self-

Help to Economic and Social Development.” Elinor Ostrom, who would later win the Nobel 

Prize (in 2009, jointly with Oliver Williamson), delivered the first plenary lecture on the 

scientific foundations of the topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v.l.: Hans Jürgen Rösner, Hans Pfeifer, Muhammad Yunus, Monika Thoben, Eckhard Ott, Elinor Ostrom, Rainer Kühl 



The academic focus of the Seminar on Cooperatives at that time determined the areas within 

which the legal and economic structure of cooperatives was analyzed: cooperatives and the 

development of small and medium-sized enterprises, cooperatives and social services, and 

cooperatives promoting development. These topics were discussed in three blocks: Basic 

research, Problems in cooperative practice from the perspective of the scientific community, 

cooperative associations and cooperatives and Research desiderata.  

The AGI Science Prize was awarded to Muhammad Yunus (2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureate) 

for his contributions to the founding and development of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh.  

Its business model involves providing microfinance to the poor to enable them to engage in 

self-employment. 

 

Seminar on Cooperative Studies under Prof. (em.) Dr. Frank Schulz-

Nieswandt 
 

Since 2012, Prof. Frank Schulz-

Nieswandt has headed the 

Cooperative Studies Seminar He 

sees himself as a continuer of  the 

tradition of liberal socialism 

championed by Prof. Weisser and is 

continuing to build on and develop 

this tradition (Link: Das 

Wissenschaftsprofil des Kölner 

Seminars für Genossenschaftswesen, 

S. 4)). Since his retirement on 

August 1, 2024, the last chair of 

social policy he held has been 

reallocated and thus closed. This marks the end of Cologne’s tradition of social policy 

research within an independent seminar comprising multiple chairs and professors. Significant 

for cooperative research and teaching is the continuation of the Seminar on Cooperative 

Studies, “since the director’s role, in the sense of membership status pursuant to § 9(2) HG 

NRW, will continue to exist at the request of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences 

based on a decision by the Rectorate.” (Link Das Wissenschaftsprofil des Kölner Seminars für 

Genossenschaftswesen, S. 4). 

  



Today, the following are worth highlighting: 

 

(1) its complex interdisciplinary nature, 

(2) its theoretical foundation (including philosophical aspects), 

(3) its methodological pluralism (albeit focused on qualitative methods), 

(4) its strong sense of historical awareness, 

(5) its deliberate and, in this sense, committed practical orientation, 

(6) its genuine capacity for cooperation, 

(7) the strength of research (practiced primarily in an application-oriented and 

transdisciplinary manner), 

(8) the strength of publications (diversified across numerous formats), as well as 

(9) the highly sought-after integration into the bachelor’s and master’s degree programs of 

the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, including the interdisciplinary joint degree 

programs at the University of Cologne. 

 

This has the following practical benefits: 

 

(1) New cooperatives focused on social reform will find here contributions that highlight their 

unique value, but also 

(2) established cooperatives benefit from the fundamental appreciation of the cooperative 

idea as a cultural asset. 

(3) Our applied research provides answers to concrete questions and practical problems. Our 

work is focused on developing rules, models, and procedures for better handling or even 

solving practical problems. 

(4) The questions in our research stem from practice, and the findings of our research are 

incorporated into various communication formats with the professional community and our 

university courses. 

(5) The professional world benefits from our educational contribution through our daily 

teaching activities at the University of Cologne: Here, students are intensively and 

“empoweringly” engaged with the cooperative idea and supported in forming their own 

opinions and values. 

(6) The Seminar for Cooperative Studies is a public-law institute within the Faculty of 

Economics and Social Sciences at the University of Cologne, which sees its primary purpose in 

academic education with students at the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels. In doing 

so, human capital with value based connections is generated. 

 

(Link Das Wissenschaftsprofil des Kölner Seminars für Genossenschaftswesen, S. 10-11) 



 

Outstanding research projects from recent years  

From the very beginning, Prof. Weisser focused his academic work on social policy and the 

cooperative sector, which also led to extensive consulting work in politics and public administration. 

It is not possible to detail all of this here, so the focus will be on outstanding research projects from 

recent years. Individual dissertation projects—many of which were funded by the Support 

Association of Cooperative Research—are not covered here. The following section focuses on 

projects that are funded solely by third-party funds from commissioning bodies (federal ministries or 

EU-funded projects) and carried out in collaboration with other project partners.  

 From 2005 to 2012, several EU-funded projects in the field of development cooperation were 

carried out under the scientific direction of Prof. Dr. Hans Jürgen Rösner in cooperation with 

partners Erasmus University Rotterdam and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 

& Industry:  

 Dipl.-Volksw. Ralf Radermacher: Strengthening micro-insurance units in the health sector 

for poor population groups in India. 

 Dipl.-Volksw. Philipp Degens/ Dipl.-Volksw. Gerald Leppert/ Lisa-Marie Rohrdantz, 

Afrikanistin (M.A.): „Pro MHI Africa“ – EU-African university network to strengthen 

community-based micro health insurance. 

 Dipl. Reg-Wiss. LA Christina May, Dr. Katja Roth: Developing Efficient and Responsive 

Community Based Micro Health Insurance in India. 

2015 “Potential and Barriers to Entrepreneurial Activities in the Legal Form of a Cooperative.” Dr. 

Johannes Blome-Drees, Philipp Degens, and Clemens Schimmele, in collaboration with Kienbaum 

Management Consultants GmbH, conducted a study on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Economics 

and Technology examining the potential and barriers to entrepreneurial activities in the legal form of 

a cooperative. Blome-Drees, J. et al. (2013): Potential and Obstacles of Entrepreneurial Activities in 

the Legal Form of a Cooperative, study commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs 

and Energy. Lit Verlag.  

 

.  

Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees       Dr. Simon Micken…Dr. Joschka Moldenhauer   Dr. Julia Beideck 

2019 Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees, Joschka Moldenhauer: Teilgabe. The civic, cooperative, and social 

entrepreneurial creation and shaping of public-interest services. In Kooperation mit dem Institut für 

ökologische Wirtschaftsforschung (IÖW) und der Universität Hamburg (Fachbereich Sozialökonomie) 

werden in diesem Projekt die Wirtschaftsweisen der Zivilgesellschaft sowie deren 

Gemeinwohlförderlichkeit analysiert.  



Prof. Dr. Frank Schulz-Nieswandt, Joschka Moldenhauer, Simon Micken: AdvancementS in Social 

Economy Through Technical Solutions (ASSETS). 

The Seminar on Cooperative Studies, as part of a consortium of 15 universities and industry partners 

from across the EU, has successfully applied for a research project funded by the EU under the 

HORIZON Research and Innovation Actions. Under the title “AdvancementS in Social Economy 

through Technical Solutions (ASSETS),” a four-stage strategy is being applied to examine the impact 

of the social economy on social inclusion, job quality, and sustainability: The project involves 

conducting research and case studies in various regions within and outside the European Union, 

improving evaluation tools through local integration and technological advancement, and creating a 

digital collaboration platform to engage stakeholders and improve working conditions in the social 

economy. The Cologne-based component of the project focuses on the role of cooperatives in 

regional development.  

 

2024 Prof. (em.) Dr. Frank Schulz-Nieswandt, Julia Beideck, Dr. Joschka Moldenhauer, 

Dr. Simon Micken, & Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees: INSOLA – Integrated Social Space 

Formation and Sustainable Social Space Development in Lusatia 

The INSOLA project aims to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the social space as the 

foundation for an ongoing, adaptive process of refining the social space development analysis, 

which in turn serves as the basis for long-term changes in the region through social space 

development work. Through the systematic recording and analysis of social needs in areas 

such as aging within the generational structure, medicine, care, disability, housing, mobility, 

as well as civic engagement and democracy, the project creates a solid knowledge base upon 

which future developments can build. In this sense, this foundation of analytical social space 

development work is crucial for the targeted further development of social infrastructure, for 

the establishment and maintenance of sustainable networks, and for strengthening regional 

resilience in addressing the region’s structural problems. The INSOLA project aims to help 

social innovations take effect not in isolation, but within a relational framework of the social 

space as a network structure. Effective and sustainable social space development is the 

outcome of this social investment project, because within the consortium comprising 

“Soziales Netzwerk Lausitz gGmbH” (SNL) and the Seminar on Cooperatives at the Faculty 

of Economics and Social Sciences at the University of Cologne, in dialogue with social space 

actors, aims to bring about a communicative revitalization process of social development 

potential to increase local and regional resilience. The project is funded as part of the “WIR! – 

Change through Innovation in the Region” program by the Federal Ministry of Research, 

Technology, and Space (BMFTR). 

  



 

 

           

Prof. (em.) Dr. Frank Schulz-Nieswandt, Dr. Jerome Warren: Eu-Horizon 2030 Projekt BioFairNet. 

The EU-funded BioFairNet project is creating a digital network for collaboration in the fields of the 

bioeconomy and the circular economy. Through this platform, stakeholders will be able to exchange 

ideas, jointly develop solutions, and showcase sustainable practices. The project aims to support the 

transformation of agriculture and mining through a web-based tool developed in collaboration with 

those directly involved. The project’s mission is therefore to understand, synthesize, connect, 

catalyze, and thereby strengthen stakeholders and their concerns in the bioeconomy and circular 

economy within the EU and beyond (the project also has partners in Canada and Kenya). 

Publications 

Series published by the seminar 

 

Zeitraum Haupt-Herausgeber Titel der Reihe Verlag 

1926 – 1937 Georg Fuchs 
Schriften des Seminars für 

Genossenschaftswesen 

Leipzig: Gloeckner/ 

Halberstadt: Meyer  

(6–7 Bände) 

1957 – 1975 
Gerhard Weisser / 

Werner W.  Engelhardt 

Schriftenreihe des Seminars für 

Genossenschaftswesen 
Schwartz; 18 Bde. 

1981 bis heute 

Herausgegeben von 

Dietrich Budäus, Werner 

W. Engelhardt †, 

Friedrich Fürstenberg †, 

Robert Hettlage, Frank 

Schulz-Nieswandt und 

Theo Thiemeyer † 

Schriften zum 

Genossenschaftswesen und zur  

Öffentlichen Wirtschaft 

Duncker & Humblot,  

50 Bde., dabei 14 Bände 

allein unter der 

Autorenschaft von Frank 

Schulz-Nieswandt  

1975 – 1998 Jürgen Zerche 
Kölner Schriften zum 

Genossenschaftswesen 
Transfer Verlag. 24 Bde. 

2004 – 2012 
Hans-Jürgen Rösner / 

Frank Schulz-Nieswandt 

Neue Kölner 

Genossenschaftswissenschaft 
LIT-Verlag, bis Bd. 10 

2012 – heute 
Schulz-Nieswandt / 

Blome-Drees / Schmale 

Neue Kölner 

Genossenschaftswissenschaft 
LIT-Verlag, 11-21 



2004-heute Siehe oben ab 2004 
Kölner Beiträge zum 

Genossenschaftswesen 
Lit Verlag; 9 Bde. 

Ab 2025 
Frank Schulz-Nieswandt 

/ Johannes Blome-Drees 

Young Academics. Gemeinwohl und 

Genossenschaften 

Baden-Baden: Textum in 

Nomos 

Ab 2025 

Frank Schulz-Nieswandt 

/ Philipp Degens / 

Andreas Exner / Jens 

Martignoni 

Gemeinwirtschaft und Gemeinwohl Baden-Baden: Nomos 

Ab 2026  
Frank Schulz-Nieswandt 

/ Manuela Thomas 

INSOLA Integrierte 

Sozialraumbildung und nachhaltige 

Sozialraumentwicklung in der 

Lausitz 

Baden-Baden: Nomos  

2026 2 Bde. 

 

In addition, there are the magazines:  

 Archiv für öffentliche und freigemeinnützige Unternehmen: Zeitschrift für Strukturlehre 

der Einzelwirtschaften und für Einzelwirtschaftspolitik 

1954 - 1965: Archiv für öffentliche und freigemeinschaftliche Unternehmen. - Ab 1966 - 

1973: Archiv für öffentliche und freigemeinnützige Unternehmen Zeitschrift für Strukturlehre 

der Einzelwirtschaften und für Einzelwirtschaftspolitik. – Ab 1973 bis 1985: Jahrbuch für 

nichterwerbswirtschaftliche Betriebe und Organisationen (Nonprofits); Göttingen: Schwartz. 

 Zeitschrift für öffentliche und gemeinnützige Unternehmen; Heute: Zeitschrift für 

Gemeinwirtschaft und Gemeinwohl; hrsg. von Prof. Dr. Frank Schulz-Nieswandt, Baden-

Baden: Nomos. 

Further publications 
 

Zeitschrift für das gesamte Genossenschaftswesen, Mitherausgeber Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees. 

Blome-Drees, Johannes, Nicole Göler von Ravensburg, Alexander Jungmeister, Ingrid Schmale & 

Frank Schulz-Nieswandt (Hrsg.), Handbuch Genossenschaftswesen, Springer VS, 2023.  

The second revised and expanded edition of the Handbook of Cooperatives is currently being 

prepared under the editorship of Johannes Blome-Drees, Philipp Degens, Nicole Göler von 

Ravensburg, Christian Picker, Ingrid Schmale, and Frank Schulz-Nieswandt. 

Warren, Jerome/Hübner, Jamin/Biggiero, Lucio/Ogunyemi, Kemi/Vicari, Sara (eds.): The Routledge 

Handbook of Cooperative Economics & Management. London: Routledge: 2024. 

Warren, Jerome Nikolai: Global Cooperative Economics and Movements : A Research Companion 

(Routledge Research Companions in Business and Economics Series), 1st ed, Taylor & Francis Group, 

2025. 

 

Professors, adjunct professors, university staff 



1926-1928  At the instigation of PD Dr. Wilhelm Vleugels, the Seminar on Cooperative Studies 

was founded; Prof. Vleugels accepted the call to the University of Königsberg on 

September 10, 1928. Working alongside him was Justice Councilor Dr. Georg Fuchs 

(1868–1932), chairman of the Regional Cooperative Association of the Rhineland, 

who was commissioned to give lectures at the university. Together, Vleugels and 

Fuchs planned the first series of publications, “Die Genossenschaft. Collection of 

Lectures from the Seminar on Cooperative Studies at the University of Cologne.” As 

early as 1923, Georg Fuchs published the monograph “Cooperative Law and 

Cooperative Studies,” Leipzig: Gloeckner. 

1928-1934  PD Dr. jur. Franz Helpenstein, Director of the Seminar on Cooperative Studies; 

concurrently: Seminar on Corporate Taxation; PD in Public Finance (1925–1932), later 

Professor of Public Finance and Corporate Taxation (1932–1935); Full Professor of 

Insurance Science and Corporate Taxation (1935–1937). Dr. Helpenstein died in 1937.  

1934-1941 The seminar is co-administered by Prof. Dr. Erwin von Beckerath, full professor of 

political economy (1924–1939). 

1941-1945 Prof. Theodor Wessels heads the department as director of the Department of 

Economics within the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences. In 1943, he was 

appointed director of the Institute for Energy Economics, which he had helped to 

found, and he led the institute until 1970. Every two years, the prestigious Theodor 

Wessels Prize is awarded to scholars conducting research on topics related to energy 

economics. 

1945-1950  The Seminar is closed. 

1951-1967  Prof. Dr. Gerhard Weisser reestablished the seminar and serves as its director. His 

primary position is as director of the Seminar on Social Policy at the University of 

Cologne. His successors also hold full-time positions in social policy departments 

while simultaneously dedicating themselves to the Seminar on Cooperatives.  

His colleagues, who are also active in the cooperative sector, are: Prof. Dr. Otto 

Blume, Prof. Theo Thiemeyer, and Prof. Dr. Werner Wilhelm Engelhardt. 

1967-1970 Although the Cooperative Studies Seminar does not have an explicit director, the 

following individuals are active within it: 

 Prof. Dr. Otto Blume (born February 15, 1919, in Porz; died March 5, 1987, in 

Cologne; his students are more commonly found among sociopoliticians: Gerhard 

Bäcker (University of Duisburg-Essen), Gerhard Naegele (Technical University of 

Dortmund), Klaus Hofemann (Cologne University of Applied Sciences), and Reinhard 

Bispinck (WSI at the Hans Böckler Foundation). 

 and Prof. Dr. Werner Wilhelm Engelhardt (born February 13, 1926; retired 1994; 

died September 9, 2021). Students include: Dorothee von Brentano, Prof. Dr. Beate 

Finis (University of Applied Sciences Frankfurt), Dr. Karl-Heinz Reiche, née Stuchlik, 

Prof. Dr. Michael Heister (Head of Department at the Federal Institute for Vocational 

Education and Training in Bonn, Honorary Professor at Bonn-Rhein-Sieg University of 

Applied Sciences), Dr. Reiner Selbach (DZ BANK). 

1970-1973  Prof. Dr. Heinz Lampert (b. March 21, 1930; d. April 4, 2007) served as director of the 

seminar (Ph.D. candidate in Cologne with a thesis on cooperatives: Dr. Michael 

 

 

 



Hoppe). From 1973, he was a full professor of economics, specializing in economic 

and social policy, at the University of Augsburg; he retired in 1995. 

1975–1977        Prof. Dr. Werner Wilhelm Engelhardt is interim seminar director (see above; see also: 

http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/de/team/emeriti/prof-engelhardt/ ). 

1973-1993  Prof. Dr. Philipp Herder-Dorneich (b. June 17, 1928; retired 1993; see also 

http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/team/emeriti/prof-herder-dorneich/) Director of 

the Department of Cooperative Studies (from 1977, alternating with Prof. Zerche) His 

doctoral students are more commonly found in the field of social policy, such as Dr. 

Peter Weuthen (Chief Development Officer, DBA State Certified Business Manager of 

the medfacilities Group, Cologne) and Univ.-Prof. Dr. rer. pol. Jürgen Wasem 

(University of Duisburg-Essen) 

1977-2003 Prof. Dr. Jürgen Zerche (*1938-†2019);  

see http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/de/team/emeriti/prof-zerche/  

Director of the Cooperative Studies Seminar (alternating with Prof. Herder-Dorneich 

until 1993). Doctoral students in cooperative studies, f.e. Marion Pester (among other 

roles, Chair of the Executive Board at DZ PRIVATBANK AG in Zurich), Veit Luxem † 

(Chairman of the Board of Volksbank Erkelenz eG), Stefan Fanderl (among other roles, 

Chairman of Karstadt, member of the Executive Board of REWE), Reinhard Mathweis 

(DZ Bank).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/de/team/emeriti/prof-engelhardt/
http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/de/team/emeriti/prof-zerche/


 

Bibliothekarin Klara Skolja, Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees, Dr. Ingrid Schmale, Ralf Radermacher, Prof. Rösner, Prof. Zerche, Prof. Mossler, Prof. Schulz-Nieswandt 

2003-2012 Prof. Dr. Hans Jürgen Rösner heads the Cooperative Studies Seminar (see also 

http://www.genosem.uni-koeln.de/team/emeriti/prof-roesner/). His doctoral 

students in the field of cooperative studies are Anselm Meyer-Antz (Misereor, 

Aachen), Stepan Sommer, Gerald Leppert (Senior Evaluator at the German Evaluation 

Institute for Development Cooperation gGmbH), Katja Roth, and Christina May.  

seit 2013  Prof. Dr. Frank Schulz-Nieswandt is the Executive Director of the Seminar on 

Cooperative Studies (see: http://www.sozialpolitik.uni-

koeln.de/home/team/professur/prof-dr-frank-schulz-nieswandt/). Together with 

Ingrid Schmale, Johannes Blome Drees, Philipp Degens, Nicole Göler von Ravensburg, 

(Alexander Jungmeister), and Christian Picker, he edits the Handbook of Cooperative 

Studies. The second edition is currently in progress. He is the editor of the Journal of 

Public Economy and the Common Good (ZGuG).  

Of the more than 100 doctoral dissertations supervised by him to date, his doctoral 

student Philipp Degens (professor at Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences, 

Frankfurt) and his former doctoral student Prof. Dr. Remi Maier-Rigaud (Bonn-Rhein-

Sieg University of Applied Sciences) are worth mentioning here in the field of 

cooperative studies. Other doctoral candidates in the field of cooperative studies 

include Dr. Clemens Schimmele, Dr. Joschka Moldenhauer, Dr. Simon Micken, Dr. 

Jerome Warren, and Julia Beideck. 

 



Adjunct professors  

•    From 1980 to 1999, attorney Egon Metz of the German Cooperative and Raiffeisen 

Association, co-author of the commentary on the Cooperative Law titled “Lang/Weidmüller,” 

served as an adjunct professor on a rotating basis with Dr. Claus Peter Mossler.  

•    From 1980, Dr. Claus Peter Mossler, spokesperson for the board of the Rhineland Cooperative 

Association, held a teaching position until 1999/2000, alternating with attorney Egon Metz. In 

1999/2000, Prof. Mossler was appointed honorary professor at the Faculty of Economics and 

Social Sciences and taught in the field of cooperative studies until 2010. 

•    Since the 1990s, Dr. Johannes Blome-Drees and Dr. Ingrid Schmale have held teaching 

positions in the field of cooperative studies, and since 2009, both have been offering courses as 

lecturers. 

 

Text: Dr. Ingrid Schmale 

Translated with help from DeepL.com (free version) 

 


